
Raiders of the Lost Ark
John 

Williams
(1932 →)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6oOsE7J2NA8

Set in 1936, Raiders of the Lost Ark is an 
adventure film that follows rugged 
archaeologist Indiana Jones as he races 
against Nazi forces to locate the biblical Ark of 
the Covenant. Aided by his former flame Marion 
Ravenwood, Jones must survive deadly traps 
and rival factions to prevent the sacred relic 
from falling into the wrong hands. The music 
was written by John Williams, a famous film 
composer.

What to listen for: 
There are 3 main themes within the music, can you hear all three?

1. The Raiders March: Indiana Jones’ musical theme. It's a heroic,  
brass melody that represents his bravery and grit. It is most 
notable for its bold A-phrase (four soaring, unison trumpets) 
and a resolute, determined B-phrase (thumping strings and 
bold horns). 

2. Marion's Theme: A sweeping, nostalgic, and emotional melody 
that hearkens back to classic 1940s Hollywood romances. It 
acts as a counterweight to the action, usually appearing when 
Indy and Marion share softer, more vulnerable moments. 

3. The Ark Motif (The Crate): The mystical, ominous, and shifting 
theme associated with the Ark of the Covenant. It shifts from 
hushed, mysterious textures to terrifying crescendos, 
mimicking the allure and destructive power of the biblical 
relic.Cross-curricular links

History- Learn about 
discovering artifacts and 
historical sources
DT- recreate the iconic 
boulder chase using a 
marble run or other 
material

Related Book: Indiana Bones 
and the Invisible City by 
Harry Heape.

Indiana Bones dog 
detective who can sniff out 
criminals and solves 
mysteries with his owner 
Aisha.



In the Hall of the 
Mountain King

Edvard Grieg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4mdFt1f3WE

Beauty and the Beast is a classic fairy tale 
about a kind, intelligent young woman named 
Belle who takes her father's place as a prisoner 
in a cursed castle. She eventually falls in love 
with her captor—a prince transformed into a 
monster—breaking the spell and teaching the 
timeless moral that true beauty comes from 
within. The music for the film was composed by 
Alan Menken with lyrics by Howard Ashman

What to listen for: 

Please see BBC 10 pieces
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/articles/z7nf3k7

Cross-curricular links
PE- create or learn a 
ballroom dance to go with 
the music
English- rewrite the story 
using different characters, 
will the outcome be the same

Related Book: The Singing 
Springing Lark by The 
Brothers Grimm

The german version of the 
story with an enchanted 
lion, an exotic bird and a 
treacherous quest.

Beauty and the Beast
Alan Menken

(1949→) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4mdFt1f3WE

Beauty and the Beast is a classic fairy tale 
about a kind, intelligent young woman named 
Belle who takes her father's place as a prisoner 
in a cursed castle. She eventually falls in love 
with her captor—a prince transformed into a 
monster—breaking the spell and teaching the 
timeless moral that true beauty comes from 
within. The music for the film was composed by 
Alan Menken with lyrics by Howard Ashman

What to listen for: 
1. Track which instrument is playing the melody. Can you identify 

the instrument family it is in?

1. The scene in the film is of a dance, how does the music make 
you want to dance and why?

1. How do the dynamics (volume) change, what does the 
conductor do to show the dynamics are changing?

Cross-curricular links
PE- create or learn a 
ballroom dance to go with 
the music
English- rewrite the story 
using different characters, 
will the outcome be the same

Related Book: The Singing 
Springing Lark by The 
Brothers Grimm

The german version of the 
story with an enchanted 
lion, an exotic bird and a 
treacherous quest.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/articles/z7nf3k7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4mdFt1f3WE


Beauty and the Beast Alan Menken 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4mdFt1f3WE

Beauty and the Beast is a classic fairy tale 
about a kind, intelligent young woman named 
Belle who takes her father's place as a prisoner 
in a cursed castle. She eventually falls in love 
with her captor—a prince transformed into a 
monster—breaking the spell and teaching the 
timeless moral that true beauty comes from 
within. The music for the film was composed by 
Alan Menken with lyrics by Howard Ashman

What to listen for: 
1. Track which instrument is playing the melody. Can you identify 

the instrument family it is in?

1. The scene in the film is of a dance, how does the music make 
you want to dance and why?

1. How do the dynamics (volume) change, what does the 
conductor do to show the dynamics are changing?

Cross-curricular links
PE- create or learn a 
ballroom dance to go with 
the music
English- rewrite the story 
using different characters, 
will the outcome be the same

Related Book: The Singing 
Springing Lark by The 
Brothers Grimm

The german version of the 
story with an enchanted 
lion, an exotic bird and a 
treacherous quest.

In the Hall of the 
Mountain King

Edvard Grieg
(1843-1907)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqvHWUZZdP0

Peer Gynt is a famous Norwegian fairy tale 
about a boastful, imaginative young man who 
leaves his village to seek his fortune. His 
adventures—featuring trolls, magical creatures, 
and global travels—teach him important 
lessons about self-discovery, honesty, and 
finding out what it truly means to be yourself. In 
this section of the story, Peer Gynt walks into the 
troll king’s hall surrounded by trolls, gnomes 
and goblins.

What to listen for: 

Please see BBC 10 pieces
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/articles/z7nf3k7

Cross-curricular links
Art- draw or paint what you 
imagine the troll king’s lair 
to look like.
Drama- act out Peer Gynt 
sneaking into the hall, how 
would everyone react?

Related Book: The Troll King 
by John Vornholt

A sorcerer decides to 
conquer the elves and 
fairies who live nearby, he 
enables a gentle troll to 
reach for a nobler dream. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqvHWUZZdP0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/articles/z7nf3k7


Beauty and the Beast Alan Menken 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4mdFt1f3WE

Beauty and the Beast is a classic fairy tale 
about a kind, intelligent young woman named 
Belle who takes her father's place as a prisoner 
in a cursed castle. She eventually falls in love 
with her captor—a prince transformed into a 
monster—breaking the spell and teaching the 
timeless moral that true beauty comes from 
within. The music for the film was composed by 
Alan Menken with lyrics by Howard Ashman

What to listen for: 
1. Track which instrument is playing the melody. Can you identify 

the instrument family it is in?

1. The scene in the film is of a dance, how does the music make 
you want to dance and why?

1. How do the dynamics (volume) change, what does the 
conductor do to show the dynamics are changing?

Cross-curricular links
PE- create or learn a 
ballroom dance to go with 
the music
English- rewrite the story 
using different characters, 
will the outcome be the same

Related Book: The Singing 
Springing Lark by The 
Brothers Grimm

The german version of the 
story with an enchanted 
lion, an exotic bird and a 
treacherous quest.

Harry Potter
John 

Williams
(1932→)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTXBLyp7_Dw

Harry Potter is an ordinary orphan who 
discovers he is actually a famous wizard. He 
leaves his unkind aunt and uncle to attend 
Hogwarts, a magical school of witchcraft and 
wizardry. Alongside his best friends, Harry 
learns to cast spells and must ultimately stop 
an evil wizard from taking over the world. John 
Williams composed the music for the first 3 
films, including most of the iconic themes.

What to listen for: 

Cross-curricular links
Geography- design a map 
of Hogwarts, or your own 
magical school
Science- create ‘potions’ or 
simple chemical reactions 
to show change of state

Related Book: The Worst 
Witch by  Jill Murphy

The Worst Witch follows 
Mildred Hubble, a well-
meaning but clumsy student 
at Miss Cackle's Academy 
for Witches 

• In the film recording, Hedwig’s Theme is 
played by a celesta, an uncommon, small 
keyboard instrument. Is it a celesta in the 
performance?

• The Nimbus 2000 theme represents flying 
on a broom. Use your finger as a broom to 
show the pitch of the music.

• Other than magical, how else could you 
describe the music?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTXBLyp7_Dw


Beauty and the Beast Alan Menken 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4mdFt1f3WE

Beauty and the Beast is a classic fairy tale 
about a kind, intelligent young woman named 
Belle who takes her father's place as a prisoner 
in a cursed castle. She eventually falls in love 
with her captor—a prince transformed into a 
monster—breaking the spell and teaching the 
timeless moral that true beauty comes from 
within. The music for the film was composed by 
Alan Menken with lyrics by Howard Ashman

What to listen for: 
1. Track which instrument is playing the melody. Can you identify 

the instrument family it is in?

1. The scene in the film is of a dance, how does the music make 
you want to dance and why?

1. How do the dynamics (volume) change, what does the 
conductor do to show the dynamics are changing?

Cross-curricular links
PE- create or learn a 
ballroom dance to go with 
the music
English- rewrite the story 
using different characters, 
will the outcome be the same

Related Book: The Singing 
Springing Lark by The 
Brothers Grimm

The german version of the 
story with an enchanted 
lion, an exotic bird and a 
treacherous quest.

https://youtu.be/C1ZL5AxmK_A?si=zSXxNBvrkMrfJQI6&t=60

What to listen for: 

Cross-curricular links
Religious Education-
Hinduism, feelings toward 
nature and the environment
Science- parts of a plant, 
how it is structured and how 
they grow.

Related Book: What’s inside 
a flower by Rachel 
Ignotofsky

A non-fiction book with 
illustrated diagrams 
explaining every step from 
seeds to roots to blooms. 

Under the thick dome where the white jasmine
With the roses entwined together
On the river bank covered with flowers laughing in the morning
Let us descend together!

Gently floating on its charming risings,
On the river’s current
On the shining waves,
One hand reaches,
Reaches for the bank,
Where the spring sleeps,
And the bird, the bird sings.

Under the thick dome where the white jasmine
Ah! calling us
Together!

Flower Duet
Léo Delibes
(1836-1891)

The Flower Duet is from Lakmé, a famous 3-act 
French opera by Léo Delibes. Set in British-ruled 
India, it tells the tragic love story of Lakmé, a 
Hindu priestess, and Gérald, a British officer. 
The two fall in love, but cultural clashes, 
forbidden loyalties, and her father's revenge. 
The Flower Duet is sung by Lakmé and and her 
servant Mallika, describing the jasmine, roses, 
and other flowers that adorn the riverbanks.

• Look at the translation, can 
you follow along with the 
words?

• If you didn’t know the lyrics, 
what would you think they were 
singing about?

REPEAT

https://youtu.be/C1ZL5AxmK_A?si=zSXxNBvrkMrfJQI6&t=60


Beauty and the Beast Alan Menken 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4mdFt1f3WE

Beauty and the Beast is a classic fairy tale 
about a kind, intelligent young woman named 
Belle who takes her father's place as a prisoner 
in a cursed castle. She eventually falls in love 
with her captor—a prince transformed into a 
monster—breaking the spell and teaching the 
timeless moral that true beauty comes from 
within. The music for the film was composed by 
Alan Menken with lyrics by Howard Ashman

What to listen for: 
1. Track which instrument is playing the melody. Can you identify 

the instrument family it is in?

1. The scene in the film is of a dance, how does the music make 
you want to dance and why?

1. How do the dynamics (volume) change, what does the 
conductor do to show the dynamics are changing?

Cross-curricular links
PE- create or learn a 
ballroom dance to go with 
the music
English- rewrite the story 
using different characters, 
will the outcome be the same

Related Book: The Singing 
Springing Lark by The 
Brothers Grimm

The german version of the 
story with an enchanted 
lion, an exotic bird and a 
treacherous quest.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTSXiF_cxG8

What to listen for: 

Cross-curricular links
History- Vikings and Norse 
mythology, and the purpose 
of storytelling in history
PE- design a ‘bootcamp’ for 
a dragon trainer, testing 
speed, agility and stamina

Related Book: Dragon Girl 
and the Awakened Flames 
by Jenny Moore

An orphan girl with dragon 
scales goes on a quest to 
rescue her guardian from a 
wicked sorcerer.

• What makes the music sound heroic?

• John Powell was inspired by nordic folk music when composing 
the theme Below are some examples of nordic folk instruments. 
What modern day instruments do they look like?

How To Train Your 
Dragon

John Powell
(1963→)

How To Train Your Dragon is about Hiccup, an 
awkward Viking teen, who defies his village's 
dragon-slaying traditions by befriending an 
injured Night Fury he names Toothless. By using 
empathy and his knowledge of Toothless to 
tame other dragons, Hiccup transforms his 
people's worldview. The theme music was 
composed by John Powell who also composed 
for Solo: A Star Wars Story and both Wicked 
films.

• Approximately 90 seconds into the 
music, the sound changes from 
adventurous to more tense. What 
might be happening in the flight? 

• Does the flight get back on track 
before the end of the music

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTSXiF_cxG8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solo:_A_Star_Wars_Story


Beauty and the Beast Alan Menken 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4mdFt1f3WE

Beauty and the Beast is a classic fairy tale 
about a kind, intelligent young woman named 
Belle who takes her father's place as a prisoner 
in a cursed castle. She eventually falls in love 
with her captor—a prince transformed into a 
monster—breaking the spell and teaching the 
timeless moral that true beauty comes from 
within. The music for the film was composed by 
Alan Menken with lyrics by Howard Ashman

What to listen for: 
1. Track which instrument is playing the melody. Can you identify 

the instrument family it is in?

1. The scene in the film is of a dance, how does the music make 
you want to dance and why?

1. How do the dynamics (volume) change, what does the 
conductor do to show the dynamics are changing?

Cross-curricular links
PE- create or learn a 
ballroom dance to go with 
the music
English- rewrite the story 
using different characters, 
will the outcome be the same

Related Book: The Singing 
Springing Lark by The 
Brothers Grimm

The german version of the 
story with an enchanted 
lion, an exotic bird and a 
treacherous quest.

Doctor Who Theme
Delia Derbyshire

(1937-2001)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75V4ClJZME4

Doctor Who is a long-running British sci-fi series 
following an eccentric alien Time Lord who 
travels across time and space. Accompanied by 
human companions, the Doctor uses a shape-
shifting spaceship, the TARDIS, to fight threats, 
explore the universe, and right wrongs. The 
theme music was originally composed by Ron 
Grainer but Delia Derbyshire changed to an 
electronic sound, the first on TV. 

What to listen for: 

Cross-curricular links
Science- Planets and the 
solar system
English- write a descriptive 
passage about a new alien 
species and another child 
to draw it to check for detail

Related Book: The 
Mysteries of the Universe
by Will Gator

A factual guide to some of 
the most extraordinary 
places, objects and sights 
in the Cosmos

Rob Grainer (1922-1981)

Please see BBC 10 pieces
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-

pieces/articles/zfh792p

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75V4ClJZME4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/articles/zfh792p


Beauty and the Beast Alan Menken 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4mdFt1f3WE

Beauty and the Beast is a classic fairy tale 
about a kind, intelligent young woman named 
Belle who takes her father's place as a prisoner 
in a cursed castle. She eventually falls in love 
with her captor—a prince transformed into a 
monster—breaking the spell and teaching the 
timeless moral that true beauty comes from 
within. The music for the film was composed by 
Alan Menken with lyrics by Howard AshmanWhat to listen for: 

1. Track which instrument is playing the melody. Can you identify 
the instrument family it is in?

1. The scene in the film is of a dance, how does the music make 
you want to dance and why?

1. How do the dynamics (volume) change, what does the 
conductor do to show the dynamics are changing?

Cross-curricular links
PE- create or learn a 
ballroom dance to go with 
the music
English- rewrite the story 
using different characters, 
will the outcome be the same

Related Book: The Singing 
Springing Lark by The 
Brothers Grimm

The german version of the 
story with an enchanted 
lion, an exotic bird and a 
treacherous quest.

The Nutcracker:
Waltz of the Flowers and 

Trepak

Pyotr 
Tchaikovsky 
(1840-1893)

Waltz- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NWdj8PCdYE

The Nutcracker is ballet about a little girl named 
Clara receives a magical nutcracker doll that 
comes to life on Christmas Eve. He battles a 
wicked Mouse King to protect her, and Clara 
bravely helps him win the fight. Afterward, the 
Nutcracker turns into a prince and takes Clara 
on an enchanted journey to the magical Land of 
Sweets. Tchaikovsky, was most famous for 
composing ballets, who also wrote Swan Lake 
and Sleeping Beauty.

What to listen for: 

Cross-curricular links
Maths- plan Clara’s 
new years eve party-
create a budget and 
assign spending.
Art- draw or paint your 
ideal ‘Land of Sweets’

Related Book: The Nutcracker: 
And the Mouse King's Christmas 
Shenanigans by Alex T. Smith

Set in a similar world to The 
Nutcracker, siblings work with 
wacky characters to save the 
‘Land of Sweets’ and Christmas.

Please see BBC 10 pieces
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/articles/z4y3rwx

Troika- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-qVbWl5TYg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NWdj8PCdYE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/articles/z4y3rwx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-qVbWl5TYg


Beauty and the Beast Alan Menken 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4mdFt1f3WE

Beauty and the Beast is a classic fairy tale 
about a kind, intelligent young woman named 
Belle who takes her father's place as a prisoner 
in a cursed castle. She eventually falls in love 
with her captor—a prince transformed into a 
monster—breaking the spell and teaching the 
timeless moral that true beauty comes from 
within. The music for the film was composed by 
Alan Menken with lyrics by Howard AshmanWhat to listen for: 

1. Track which instrument is playing the melody. Can you identify 
the instrument family it is in?

1. The scene in the film is of a dance, how does the music make 
you want to dance and why?

1. How do the dynamics (volume) change, what does the 
conductor do to show the dynamics are changing?

Cross-curricular links
PE- create or learn a 
ballroom dance to go with 
the music
English- rewrite the story 
using different characters, 
will the outcome be the same

Related Book: The Singing 
Springing Lark by The 
Brothers Grimm

The german version of the 
story with an enchanted 
lion, an exotic bird and a 
treacherous quest.

Grasswalk
from Plants vs. Zombies

Laura Shigihara
(19??-->)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__7a9JLQQD0

The Plants vs. Zombies is a  game in which 
players defend their home from waves of quirky 
zombies by planting various genetically modified, 
attacking, and defensive flora across parallel 
lanes. Success relies on strategically managing 
"sun" currency to build your botanical army. The 
composer of the music, also designed and 
developed the game. The piece must be 
memorable but not so complicated that they 
distract the gamer from their game!

What to listen for: 

Cross-curricular links
Science- use glue or 
paint to act as zombie 
virus- how to thoroughly 
wash it off
Computing- use scratch 
to program a zombie. 

Related Book: The Zombie 
Chasers by Steve Wolfhard

A sudden zombie epidemic 
turns his sleepover into a 
nightmare and Zack Clarke is 
left to fend off flesh-eating 
neighbors with his friend, and 
his sister’s friend.

Please see BBC 10 pieces
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/articles/ztsb7v4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__7a9JLQQD0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/articles/ztsb7v4


Beauty and the Beast Alan Menken 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4mdFt1f3WE

Beauty and the Beast is a classic fairy tale 
about a kind, intelligent young woman named 
Belle who takes her father's place as a prisoner 
in a cursed castle. She eventually falls in love 
with her captor—a prince transformed into a 
monster—breaking the spell and teaching the 
timeless moral that true beauty comes from 
within. The music for the film was composed by 
Alan Menken with lyrics by Howard Ashman

What to listen for: 
1. Track which instrument is playing the melody. Can you identify 

the instrument family it is in?

1. The scene in the film is of a dance, how does the music make 
you want to dance and why?

1. How do the dynamics (volume) change, what does the 
conductor do to show the dynamics are changing?

Cross-curricular links
PE- create or learn a 
ballroom dance to go with 
the music
English- rewrite the story 
using different characters, 
will the outcome be the same

Related Book: The Singing 
Springing Lark by The 
Brothers Grimm

The german version of the 
story with an enchanted 
lion, an exotic bird and a 
treacherous quest.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5znZFJWSZ7o

What to listen for: 

Cross-curricular links
Geography- create a map 
for a magical realm to 
practise map reading and 
coordinates.
PSHE- discuss diversity and 
celebrating differences

Related Book: The School 
for Good and Evil by Soman 
Chainani

Best friends are both 
chosen for the School for 
Good and Evil  but are sent 
to the wrong schools .

• Listen for the words ‘I hope you’re happy’. How do they 
change in character from the first time at the beginning to 
the second (around 4 minutes in)?

• Most pop songs use a verse and chorus structure while this 
pieces adds other sections to add complexity and aid the 
story telling.

• There are lots of recordings of this song, from the film, the 
broadway cast and other solo artists. If you have heard the 
song before, how does this version differ?

• How does the dynamics (volume) of Elphaba’s singing 
change throughout the piece? WHat does this tell us?

Defying Gravity
Stephen Schwartz 

(1948→) 
Defying Gravity is the final number in act 1 of 
Wicked, a musical which tells the untold 
backstory of the Witches of Oz. At this point in 
the musical, Elphaba (the ‘bad’ witch) rejects the 
corrupt Wizard of Oz and embraces her 
outsider status. The anthem tracks her literal 
and metaphorical flight, showing she will fight 
for her beliefs, no matter the cost. Both music 
and lyrics are composed by Stephen Schwartz.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5znZFJWSZ7o

